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contingency, a perplexed conscience, a conflict of
duties, is the universal rule; and our one duty is to
choose or permit the lesser evil rather than the greater.
What purifies conscience and counts in the eyes of
God is the spirit, the tendency, the direction of our
choice, rather than its attainment; what it makes for
rather than what it is. Many, if not most, acts, taken
even in themselves or their immediate and conscious
results, are double-faced. We cannot be kind to
spiders without being cruel to flies. Nature is so
ordered throughout that each part thrives at the
expense of some other; and society is, in this, her
counterpart and extension.

But when we look forward indefinitely to the
remoter consequences of any act, and attempt, to
balance its good and evil fruits, we are simply be-
wildered. One could easily show from history that
good deeds have been the seeds of infinite sin and
misery, and evil the seeds of as infinite beneficence
and goodness. In spite of Huxley's Romanes Lec-
ture, the "struggle for existence" is the same in
the moral and the physical order. He erred in not
seeing that conscience and altruism have their analogues
and progenitors in the latter ; that any higher law is
conscience to a lower ; that the cruelty of spider to fly
is that of the spirit to the flesh; that the species instinct
masters the individual and makes him die for his kind.
So, in the moral order, duty conflicts with duty ; one
good cause ruins another ; mercy and justice butt one
another; righteousness and peace rend one another
to pieces. The parting of ways never points us clearly
to good and evil; but to a more or less of both one
and the other. The murderers of Christ and Socrates